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Rev. Elizabeth C. Abel, Pastor

Celebrating communion on the 
steps of the church on

EASTER SUNDAY



May 9
Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

May 16
Ascension Sunday
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47 or 93
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

May 23
Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:22-27
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

May 30  
Trinity Sunday      
Peace with Justice
Sunday
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

June 6
1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15),
16-20, (11:14-15)
Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35

June 13
1 Samuel 15:34–16:13
Psalm 20

2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 
(11-13), 14-17
Mark 4:26-34

June 20
1 Samuel 17: 
(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49
Psalm 9:9-20
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

June 27
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43
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Cornerstone
Community
Church

If you have news or 
concerns you would like
communicated to the
church, please have
your information to
Nancy Kenworthy by the
first of the month for the
following month's issue.

Cornerstone’s vision is to be a space open to all persons to experience
God’s grace and love, and to share that love with others, through 
acceptance, service, and witness, as followers of Jesus Christ.

Cornerstone’s mission is to embrace and nurture everyone we meet as
we build together the body of Christ and express God’s love by our 
witness in the world.

Lectionary

FOR INFORMATION ON
ZOOM ONLINE EVENTS, 

INCLUDING
BIBLE STUDY
AND SUNDAY

WORSHIP, GO TO
COME2CORNERSTONE.ORG
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Oftentimes it has been said that Christians are an Easter People, but I push that a
little 
further this year and proclaim, “We are a people resurrected.” After Christ de-

feated death and was resurrected on that Easter Sunday morning, he walked among the
disciples for 
40 days. 

As we emerge from sheltering in place after being vacci-
nated and begin to enter the community at large, we should

view this time as our resurrection. This is an opportunity for us to emerge anew. Same
faith, same God, same person; new outlook on life and living. 

Cornerstone is on the move. Though our building has been closed, we have contin-
ued to work and have become the cornerstone of the community. So what’s next? We
continue. 

Food insecurity in the community continues, and our feeding ministries have not
slowed down. However, funds are low. Our Blessing Boxes line has no more funds to
continue this effort. We are gearing up for local fundraisers: Restaurant night at Chipotle
in Darien and Trivia Night at The Spread in South Norwalk. See the flyers in this issue
for how you can support.  

Our work in race equity continues as our committee on Church and Society continue with their movie watch
parties, book studies, and Bible study, local work with our membership in CONECT, and new youth ministries with
the Rites of Passage programs: The Timothy Project and Deborah’s Academy.  Stay tuned for more information. 

In-person gathering preparation is in full motion. The sanctuary and building are being prepared, cleaned, and
marked for appropriate social distancing. We are increasing our technology in the sanctuary to continue our Zoom
option, as well as live streaming. Meeting rooms are being prepared to support a hybrid option with the purchasing
of additional technology.

Renovations on the Parish House are in motion and grants and support funding are being sought after to reno-
vate the towers and roof of the church building, and the sanctuary will be refreshed. 

We are a resurrection people and now is the time to live again and be active members of the Cornerstone fam-
ily. We are on the move, and the community is ready to come through our doors for spiritual relief and to support
our continuing ministry efforts that promote the development and growth of the Beloved Community in Norwalk.

Sincerely, 
Rev. Elizabeth C. Abel

We Are A Resurrection People

Report from the Reopening Team
We are preparing to reopen the church. We hope to have the building open for meetings 

in the first full week of May.

We are prayerfully and diligently working to open Sunday Worship by Pentecost Sunday,

May 23rd. 

We will have hybrid options and notifications will be sent to all chairpersons when 

available.

We are in need of additional technological support to ensure an interactive live stream. As

the Reopening team is getting prepared, be sure to read  the guidelines for reopening.
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Rev. Abel is leading the way for the church to make a difference for 
the most disadvantaged in our community. On April 1, the Connecticut
General Assembly Commission on Women, Children, Seniors, Equity

and Opportunity presented one of its Shero awards to Rev. Abel, in honor 
of Women’s History Month, for going above and beyond duty for the 
community over the past year, especially during the pandemic. See their
announcement on the adjoining page.

The Alliance for Community Empowerment recognized Rev. Abel with
their Community Service Award to be presented during their Board meeting
on May 27th.

She is a Board member of UM City Society, serving on the Mission and
Outreach Committee – they are updating and making more accessible the
scholarship form that previously went through the Conference Parish 
Development Board. This is to ensure that churches can apply for grants on
a rolling basis and can complete the process even if administrative support
is not available to them. 

She is a Board 
member of the Norwalk
Acts, serving on the 
Implementation Team
as a member of the
faith-based community.
She is a part of the Social Emotional Learning Pillar and Race Equity Pillar.

She is on the Bishop’s Pathway to Antiracism Team, which meets 
bi-weekly to develop strategy. 

She has guided our church to provide space for a vaccination clinic with
the Norwalk Community Health Center on May 8.

We are hoping to receive a grant from Connecticut Institute for Refugees
and Immigrants to provide rental assistance relief.

We are the lead agency in partnership with Norwalk Acts in organizing
Community Resource Fairs.at different locations in the city, where organizations
meet with the public to provide awareness of social service agencies and
programs that are available to help with food, housing, health care, and
other basic needs.

Helping the Disadvantaged Among Us...

On February 19, Pastor Liz was the subject of an

interview on News 12.

Here is the link. This is so good:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oh-4ST1LZg
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SHERO
Sheroes are like palm trees

with deep roots, bending
not breaking, gaining strength

by weathering sporadic storms,
then shielding us from sunshine’s
moody glare. Beaming up at them

standing tall among indigo
waves and sky. I know one

thing to be true on this planet –
Sheroes are permanently

planted in my heart.

by Charles Waters

CONGRATULATONS TO PASTOR LIZ ABEL ON HER...

From: "Dictionary for a Better World" written by Irene Latham & Charles Waters. Illustrated by Mehrdokht AmiFni. Text copy-
right © 2020 by Irene Latham and Charles Waters. Illustrations copyright © 2020 by Mehrdokht Amini. Reprinted with the per-
mission of Carolrhoda Books, a division of Lerner Publishing Group, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this excerpt may be
used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without the prior written permission of Lerner Publishing Group, Inc.



At the Corner

Page 6

BLESSING BOXES FUNDRAISER!

All online orders must be placed for pickup at the same time/location of the fundraiser. Delivery cannot be counted at this time. Gift
card purchases during fundraisers do not count toward total donated sales, but purchases made with an existing gift card will count.
$150 minimum event sales required to receive any donation. 
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RECAUDACIÓN DE FONDOS DE CAJAS DE BENDICIÓN!
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4 WAYS TO GIVE TO CORNERSTONE:
By Mail: 
Cornerstone Community Church 
718 West Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06850

EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer): 
Download the form from the Friday blast

Venmo: Search for 
@Come2Cornerstone

Online: Add Cornerstone as a payee through your online banking

For several months now, I have been active in participating with the laity segment

of our cooperative parish, the group of six United Methodist churches in our 

geographic area. We share ideas for ministry and possible joint efforts. For 

instance, the sewing machines that surfaced in the clean-out earlier this year of

our Parish House have created some interest. They may be useful in a female

Eagle Scout project. Also, Rev. Maria Pia, a deacon at Jesse Lee, has a ministry

called Peacework that involves contemplative prayer with sewing and knitting.

We have invited the other churches in the cooperative to our movie nights. Other

projects that we can undertake individually or jointly include: 

• To become a composting center and generate a 

composting guidebook

• To create a pollinator pathway. Norwalk and other

towns in the area are already part of this project, so we

could participate.

Also, the Connecticut Food Bank continues to distribute

on Wednesdays. However, due to the beach opening,

the location has moved from Calf’s Pasture Beach to

Veterans’ Park. 

We look forward to exploring other avenues of working

together. 

Lay Leader’s Report By Pat Bobwich

Churches in the cooperative

parish include:

l Jesse Lee, Ridgefield

l CCC, Norwalk

l RUMC, Rowayton

l UMC of Danbury

l Stephen’s Memorial,

South Salem, NY

l Zion’s Hill, Wilton



Church and Society has been meeting monthly since last fall. While

our range of responsibility  covers anything to do with social justice

and the health and thriving of all humans, we have been concentrating

this year on the most dominant problem in our church and society of racism.

We read and discussed the book, So You Want to Talk about Race? by

Ijeoma Oluo, an entertaining and enlightening presentation of multiple 

aspects of racial disparity and injustice in our country. There is always 

more to learn. Even those of us who think we are aware of the travesties

that occur, found new ways to understand how white privilege permeates

our society, unnoticed except by those who suffer from it.

We watched and discussed the superb PBS program “The Black Church,”

in March. We highly recommend it to everyone.

To invite the whole congregation into the conversation, we have been 

hosting monthly Zoom watch parties of movies with social justice content.

We have seen “Blindspotting,” “Hidden Figures,” and the children’s short

“Whitewashing.” Most recently we watched “Les Miserables,” to coordinate

with our Lenten study series on that novel. All of these have generated stimulating

discussions, often leading people to describe some of their own experiences.

We will continue to offer these

movie showings and hope you will

join us.

Led by Pastor Liz, Lay Leader

Pat Bobwich, and Christina Wyclif,

our church continues to serve as a

coordinating center for distribution of

food to homeless and food insecure

people in Norwalk and surrounding

areas. This project requires funding.

While other community organizations

contribute, we will need to raise

more support. See news of fundraisers

elsewhere in this issue.
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Report from the Church and Society Committee

Currently, Pastor Nikki Edleman, of our coop-

erative parish churches in Wilton and South

Salem, is leading a study and discussion se-

ries on the Bible and social justice issues. It

is thought-provoking, eye-opening, and in-

valuable. It meets by Zoom at 7:00 on Mon-

day evenings. 

Here is the link:

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88532087729

Meeting ID: 885 3208 7729

Dial by your location. 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

By Nancy Kenworthy
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Cornerstone Early Learning Center 

718 West Ave    Norwalk Ct    203-831-8349 

Full Time/Part Time Full Year Childcare 

Ages 6 weeks – 5 years old 

Mon-Fri   7:30am to 5:30pm 

We have immediate openings for  

Infants, 2’s, Preschool  

We accept Care 4 Kids 

Following Office of Early Childhood and CDC cleaning 

and sanitizing procedures daily  

CELC is State Licensed 

Staff members are CPR/First Aid Certified 

 

Director: Debra Horton 

www.happykidsatcelc.com 
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On February 9, 2021 Edwin Leonard Sisson, 79, of Norwalk, CT passed away peacefully at Connecticut
Hospice. The son of Edwin and Clara Sisson, Ed was born in Unadilla, New York on October 23,
1941. He grew up in Unadilla and graduated from Unadilla Central School in 1961. He later enlisted 
in the army where he served in the Vietnam war and was honorably discharged in 1966. 

After leaving the army, Ed attended SUNY Delhi and graduated in 1969 with a degree in Civil 
Engineering. He worked for the State of Connecticut DOT before retiring in 2002 after 29 years. He
enjoyed his job and loved telling his children about all the places he surveyed. 

Ed loved his family. He leaves behind two children and a grandchild: his son Edwin Danielak and
son-in-law Jason; his daughter Jennifer Carney and son-in-law Steven, and his grandson Chase. He
also had a wife Sumin and stepson Yang, both of whom moved back to China several years prior to
his passing.

Ed loved spending time with his family. He adored his grandson and enjoyed playing with him and going for walks together.
He also loved going to see his relatives in New York, and looked forward to attending their annual family reunion every year. He
was very interested in genealogy and spent lots of time looking into the Sisson family history and finding long-lost relatives. He
would get so excited every time he found a new relative and would tell his daughter all about it. 

Ed was also an active member of his church community, often leading weekly prayer groups. He always helped out with
church social activities and was well-known by his church family for his delicious pies. He had a passion for learning, and was
especially interested in learning to speak Mandarin and finding out new facts about Chinese culture. He taught English to non-
English speakers and loved learning their languages in return. He also enjoyed traveling, often visiting China with his wife. Ed
had an extremely kind and generous nature—he was always the first to offer help to anyone in need. He will be greatly missed
by the many people whose lives he touched with his caring and generosity. 

Due to the pandemic, services for Ed are being held off until the summer, at which time a memorial service will be held at
Cornerstone Community Church in Norwalk, CT. There will also be a burial of his ashes in Unadilla, NY. Anyone who wishes to
be updated about the services can contact his daughter Jennifer via email at jenscarney@gmail.com. 

IN MEMORIAM

Midge Brown, 96, of Westport, Connecticut, passed away peacefully on April 19, 2021, with her family by her
side. She was born on June 14, 1924 to the late John and Edith Irving, and had resided in Westport since 1979.
She graduated from Norwalk High School in 1941 and later attended Katharine Gibbs College and Norwalk
Community College. She spent many years of her career as an executive secretary, working for Machlett Labs,
General Electric, Exxon Chemical, and Richardson Vicks, among others. She also worked as a secretary for the
Norwalk United Methodist Church, and later as a real estate agent. At Machlett Labs she met her husband,
Harry W. Brown, Sr. Together they had two children. She retired in 1989 at the age of 65.

Midge enjoyed many hobbies. She loved to read and always had books to lend out to others. Throughout
her career, she took several art courses; after retiring, she began painting again and won several prizes for her art. She enjoyed
owning and breeding Bichon Frise dogs. She was extremely proud of the yard and garden she personally maintained into her 90s at
her home in Saugatuck Shores. Midge was a fierce competitor in family slap solitaire games. She enjoyed playing golf and bridge,
was an active member and treasurer for the Norwalk Woman's Club, and was involved in many church activities. Midge was a 
wonderful hostess and cook, and her home near the water became a favorite gathering place for parties and get togethers.

She is survived by two children, daughter Linda K. Brown (Raymond Buckland), of Columbia, CT, and son Harry W. Brown, Jr.
(Laurie), of Doylestown, PA; two granddaughters, Alexa L. Siegfried (Edward) and Jessica K. Fine (Noam); and two great-grandchildren,
Aimee and Maxwell Siegfried. She is also survived by three siblings, Ruth Tanner, Joan Johnson, and William Irving, as well as 
numerous nieces and nephews. In addition to her parents, Midge was predeceased by her beloved husband, Harry Sr., who passed
away in 1995, and her siblings Jack Irving and Norma Wagner. Midge will always be remembered as a loving wife, mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, aunt, sister, and friend. She was interred at Riverside Cemetery, Norwalk, CT, next to her husband, and
services were private. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the Alzheimer's Foundation of America,
https://fundraising.alzfdn.org/projects/in-memory-of-marjorie-midge-brown/.

Edwin L. Sisson 1941-2021

Margerie “Midge” Brown, June 14, 1924 - April 19, 2021
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On April 11, the Sunday after Easter, Bishop Bickerton shared

our worship service and preached an Easter message for

us. After the service, he accepted questions from the 

congregation about the current state of the United Methodist Church.

Some of the subjects addressed:

l How to work through issues that arise in the course of a “cross-

racial appointment” such as we have. As Pastor Liz remarked, she

is a Black clergywoman serving a majority white congregation. 

Inevitably, she confronts a range of reactions, both within and 

beyond the church walls. The Bishop said that the appointment of Pastor Liz to Norwalk

was a very deliberate and intentional decision. We are in a time and place with the 

ability to make a significant difference in the church and the community. He said, she is

one of the most gifted and capable pastors in the New York Annual Conference, which,

of course, we knew. He said that it is important for us to support her and look out for her

welfare. There are many difficulties and stresses that she must face that we don’t 

always realize.

l For the second year in a row, the General Conference of the UMC, which occurs

once every four years, has been postponed. The burning question consuming this 

particular session was the separation of the UMC into more than one denomination 

because of irreconcilable differences over the inclusion of LGBTQ persons as clergy

and as married persons. The Bishop said that we cannot know what precisely will 

happen, but it is certain that the church will not be what it was before. Many individual

churches are already breaking away and forming their own denominations. The 

conservative branch had already created an organizational plan. There is also an 

ultra-progressive branch that is pulling away. The denomination will be significantly

smaller than it was. This is not a bad thing. It can mean that we will be leaner, more

concentrated, more nimble and responsive, and ultimately, more effective.

l One of the topics the Conference is studying in its efforts to combat racism, is 

reparations. The Bishop said that some ways reparations can be made is through

salary equity for clergy. There are Black clergypersons whose salaries are only half of

that of white clergy, although they are pastoring congregations of equal size. Likewise,

the real estate of some urban churches is exceedingly expensive to maintain, and 

parsonages are in deplorable condition. It is the intent of the Conference to correct 

that situation, so there is not a white privilege of housing and salary that defies all logic.

l Cornerstone’s intent to hire an Associate Pastor for outreach to the Latinx community

is fully supported by the Conference and Cabinet.

Bishop Bickerton Worships with Cornerstone
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El Domingo de Paz con Justicia es una de las seis ofrendas especiales de La Iglesia Metodista

Unida y busca traer una expresión fiel del Shalom, como se ve en la Biblia. Llama a la iglesia a

fortalecer su capacidad de públicamente abogar en comunidades de todo el mundo. La ofrenda

recaudada en este domingo especial es administrada por la Junta General de Iglesia y Sociedad.

Se difunde a favor de los ministerios que apoyan la Paz con Justicia a través de las conferencias

anuales y alrededor del mundo. La mitad de nuestra ofrenda se destinan a los ministerios locales

de esa conferencia y la otra mitad apoya el trabajo de Iglesia y Sociedad a nivel mundial.

Por ejemplo:

Los subsidios de Paz con Justicia a nivel global incluyen:

• la creación de espacio para tener un diálogo sobre la justicia educativa en el Este de Congo,

especialmente sobre el analfabetismo que hace a los pigmeos vulnerables al engaño y la ex-

plotación

• un programa de educación sanitaria y servicios para niñas de la comunidad Rotifunk en Sierra

Leona

• un programa de capacitación económica para mujeres gitanas en Canon Nagar, India

Por favor,  puede enviar el cheque a su iglesia local escribiendo “PWJS” en la línea de

memo.

Domingo de Paz con Justicia

When you support Peace with Justice Sunday, your gift becomes a voice for advocacy around the world.

Together we strengthen God’s family with ministries that challenge structures of inequality and empower

people and communities through systemic change.

For example, in Washington, DC, Peace with Justice funds, through the BaltimoreWashington Annual 

Conference, support Hughes Memorial United Methodist Church’s Community Anti-

violence Project (C.A.P.).

To help address a long litany of violence in the community, Hughes UMC joined with

Howard University School of Law to begin an after-school program to help at-risk 

children and youth who live in the community surrounding the church.

Students participating in the Community Anti-violence Project have shown improved

reading scores and other advancements. But Johnson is also convinced that “in our

community there is no peace because there is no justice, and there is no justice because there is no

peace.” C.A.P. is committed to peace with justice.

Global Peace with Justice grants include:

• An East Congo roundtable to discuss equitable educational justice—especially how to address the 

illiteracy that makes Pygmies vulnerable to deception and exploitation, 

• “Letting Girls Be Girls” health education programming and services for young girls in the Rotifunk 

community of Sierra Leone, and

• An Economic Empowerment program for Gypsy women in Canon Nagar, India.

Please give generously to Peace with Justice Sunday. Write “PWJS” in the memo line of your check.

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY IS MAY 30, 2021
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MAY/JUNE 2021
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

3 4 5

23

15 16

12:00p Disciple
Bible Study on
Zoom
1:00p Corporate
Prayer

14

18 19 20 21 22

30 31 1 2

1716

17 18 19

24

13

6 7

1:00p Corporate
Prayer
6:00p Bible study
on Zoom

12:00p Disciple
Bible Study
1:00p Corporate
Prayer

12:00p Disciple
Bible Study
1:00p Corporate
Prayer

12:00p Disciple
Bible Study
1:00p Corporate
Prayer

12:00p Disciple
Bible Study
1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer
6:00p Bible study

1:00p Corporate
Prayer
6:00p Bible study

1:00p Corporate
Prayer
6:00p Bible study

1:00p Corporate
Prayer
6:00p Bible study

1:00p Corporate
Prayer
7:00p Church Council
Mtg. on Zoom

1:00p Corporate
Prayer
7:00p Trustees Mtg.

10:00a Cornerstone
Bilingual Worship on
Zoom
1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

10:00a Cornerstone
Bilingual Worship
1:00p Corporate
Prayer

10:00a Cornerstone
Bilingual Worship
1:00p Corporate
Prayer

10:00a Cornerstone
Bilingual Worship
1:00p Corporate
Prayer

10:00a Cornerstone
Bilingual Worship
1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer
7:00p Nominations 
and Leadership 
Development Mtg. 

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer
7:00p Finance 
Committee Mtg.

1:00p Corporate
Prayer
7:00p Church Council
Mtg. 

1:00p Corporate Prayer 1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer
7:30p Church and 
Society Mtg.

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

1:00p Corporate
Prayer

MAY

292825 26 27

MEMORIAL DAY:
CHURCH 

OFFICE CLOSED

11108 129

JUNE

THE CHURCH IS REOPENING ON MAY 23RD!

SAVE THE DATES FOR THESE 
BLESSING BOX FUNDRAISERS:

MAY 22, 5-9P: CHIPOTLE, DARIEN
JUNE 1, 5-9P: THE SPREAD, NORWALK

Birthday: 
Sara Pernek

Birthday: 
John Einstman

Birthday: 
Allan Trowbridge

Birthday: 
Beverly Sweeney

Birthday: 
Ludi Gabagat

Birthday: 
Chandler Gabagat

Birthday: 
David Brown

Birthday: 
Cat O’Melia

Birthday: 
Wayne Trowbridge

IN-PERSON
CHURCH STARTS

TODAY! ZOOM
AND FACEBOOK

LIVE WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE

AVAILABLE 
ALWAYS. 
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Stay connected with your faith 
and with Cornerstone through:

n come2cornerstone.org

n facebook.com/come2cornerstone

n Twitter: @come2ccc

n Instagram: come2cornerstone

Access the 
Upper Room 

Online!
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3iCgLyO
Listen By Phone (free during

the pandemic):
https://bit.ly/2O3E1YD

Read the blog:
https://bit.ly/3fci5WU

Please pray for: Marge Appleby, the family of Midge Brown, Chris
Chang, Wendy Finch, Suki John, Gavin Kantzas, Claire Odiermo,
Charles Marcucci, James Sampson, Beverly Sweeney, Lillian
Webb, Susan Wegiel, Patti Yarnold & family, Ernie Young, friends
of Andy Trowbridge who live close to the red zone of a volcano in

St. Vincent and the Grenadine islands, Lynn’s friend Kenn Brown, Lydia
Wyclif and the people of India.


